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KALAMAZOO,

News From States
OHIO.
The 30th annual convention of the State
Woman Suffrage Association will be held
in Cleveland, November 11 and 12. Mrs.
Philip Snowden, the noted suffragist, will
be the speaker at the banquet given the
evening of the 11th.
PENNSYLVANIA.
“Dollar Day for Woman Suffrage’? has
been arranged for October 1, according to
a proclamation sent out from state headquarters of the Pennsylvania W. 8, A.
last week.
In explaining the idea, Mrs. Frank M.
Roessing, state president, said:
‘This is a practical age. Virtually
every man and woman knows that even
the most just demands are not granted
offhand by the public. They have to be
presented and explained, and when they
have to be presented and explained to
9,000,000 people, as is the case with the
suffrage cause here in Pennsylvania, the
cost runs into big figures. Our people
appreciate this, and although the great
majority have already made tremendous
personal sacrifices for the cause, we know
that they will not only do their part on
‘Dollar Day,’ but will urge others to do
likewise.’
Towa.
To secure funds to carry out their campaign for votes to secure a constitutional
amendment, giving women the ballot at
the next state-wide primary election, the
suffrage leaders have issued a call upon
every farmer’s wife in the state to give
a bushel of corn, or its value in cash, to
the fund, At the state fair here the suffrage leaders have a corn booth where
fair visitors are delivering their corn or
agreeing to pay the cash. In every county in the state an agent was named to

receive and care for the corn and attend
to its sale, Many thousands of bushels
of corn are being obtained.

ILLINOIS
Mr, Arthur Burrage Farwell, president
of the Chicago Law and Order League,
in a recent letter relating to the suffrage
situation in Illinois, says: ‘Great strides
have been taken in Illinois and the sentiment is rapidly growing to give full suffrage to the women of Illinois,
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The State Convention
The thirtieth annual convention of the
Michigan Equal Suffrage Association will

be held in Saginaw, November 11-12. The
Saginaw Board of Trade has generously
donated the use of the Auditorium to the
convention

for

its

meetings.

The

dele-

gates will be entertained according to
the Harvard plan, lodging and breakfast
being furnished. All delegates are requested to report at the Auditorium, cor-

ner of Washington and James avenues.
On their arrival they will be assigned

places of entertainment. The committee
on arrangements is as follows:

Mrs. 8. ©. J. Ostrom, chairman.

The President’s Letter
»

>

Mrs, J. A. Keeler, treasurer.

I regret more than I can express to you
the

formation

the

federal

the

time

of

another

organization

in

The

holding

of

convention

is

Michigan for carrying on the work for
amendment,

another convention of suffragists so near
of

our

own

state

most unfortunate. I hope the women will

not confuse the two, as the meeting at
Saginaw in November is one of such great
importance that we need to have out our

full strength.
suffragists
work

is

remember

that

important?

The

the

state

district

or-

ganizations we already have and those
which will be completed by November
ean

take

We

care

shall

now

on

of

the

confine

to

the

federal

our
first

work.

district

work

District,

of

from
which

Frank E. Doremus of Detroit, is congress-

man, the second with Sampel W. Beakes
of Ann Arbor, the tenth with George A.
Loud

of Bay

Frank

D.

City,

Seott

teenth

with

troit.

Three

All

women’s

the

of

Alpena,

and

A.

Nichols

Charles
of

eleventh

these

men

with

the

are

thir-

of

De-

new

and

ment

in

1915.

The

women

in

these

five

districts can do a great deal to change
the

attitude

of

the question.

their

congressman

toward

We shall, as T say, hold

meetings in these five districts and prove
to these congressmen that suffrage is not
a

dead
Mrs,

issue.
Medill

MeCormick,

chairman

of

the National Congressional committee, reports
for

that
the

in

addition

amendment

in

to
the

the
house,

174

votes

January

15, 1915, she is sure of 32 more, and meet-

[Continued on page’8]

in

the

state

nouncements,

Suffrage Calendar
National American Woman Suffrage
Association, convention, Washington, D.
., December 14-19,
Michigan

Equal Suffrage Association,

Saginaw, November 11-12.

Fifth Congressional District meeting,
Grand Rapids, September 29.
Eleventh Congressional District meeting, Alpena, October.

are reported as being opposed to suffrage.
The other two, Doremus and Beakes, were
the two men to vote against the amend-

organizations

are urged to affiliate themselves with the
Michigan Equal Suffrage Association.
The fee for affiliation is $3 and entitles
the members to one delegate to the annual meeting. The October issue of this
paper will carry the program and an-

May I again urge the

to

all

Mrs. C, W. McClure, secretary.

SUFFRAGE STATUS.
Full Suffrage for Women.

State

Wyoming

Colorado
Idaho
Utah
Washington
California
Arizona
Kansas
Oregon
Alaska
Nevada
Montana

No.

Electorai
Year Won Votes

3

6
4
4

THE
TO

THE

WOMEN

OF

MICHIGAN

The editor is in receipt of the following
request which concerns primarily the women of Michigan, and through them every
state in the Union. The women of Michigan have

a work

to do and

they are

capable of doing it. If, through the medium of the ballot, this can best be accomplished, the time to help is now.
‘The women of this state working and standing together can be a mighty power and the
Michigan
Equal
Suffrage
Association
is organized to advance
the
cause,
and urges
you to
take your place in the work.
We
need
your
help and you need ours,
Hand in hand, we can
do great things and the vote is worth everything
to you.
This is the way you can control and
safeguard your insurance benefits in the future,
for yourself and other women.
By joining the county or local society you beof women, for
come part of this great movement
women.
Will you also co-operate with the officers of the state society who are asking at least
ten cents from every woman in Michigan to help

carry on the work?
‘The

Michigan

interesting

and

25 cents a year.

Suffragist,
to

devoted

this

monthly
work.

paper, is
It costs

but most of
‘We need both money and workers,
Each woman in her ov
all we need workers.
are requested
place can do much to help and you
or send
to communicate with the local chairman,
through its
your gift direct to the state board
Rust ‘MacpherIda
committee—(Mrs.)
finance
EB. S. A,
Chairman Finance Committee, M.
son,
W. S., Mich207 So. Harrison Street, Saginaw,
igan.

The Woman’s Benefit Association of
the Maccabees is a movement non-sectarian and non-political in character. It
is organized primarily for the protection
of the home. As the official organ of the
The Ladies’ Review has never

association,
advocated any cause. It has stood at all
times for every movement for advancing
the cause of women.
We are publishing the above at the request of the Michigan Suffrage Asenciation because it is apparently beeomng
necessary from the standpoint of our own
association which is organized for the
protection of its members, to be in a position to take care of its own interests.
In Michigan the lives of many women
are protected by fraternal beneficiary socicties. Last year a constitutional amendment was submitted to the voters of the
state which affected the interest of every
‘one of the women, The same interests
which at that time antagonized the cause
of fraternal benefit societies, are preparing to submit another constitutional
amendment. It is generally opposed to
the principals of fraternal benefit societies to have their members go out and
protect their interests year after year
at the polls against these attacks which
are of injury to these societies. If the
members of each society must protect
their interests, then we believe that this
end can be best served by permitting the
women of Michigan to vote on these subjects and for this reason and’ because it
affects the women particularly in this
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state, we have decided to publish the
above appeal from the chairman of the
finance committee of the state suffrage association—From The Ladies’ Review.
CIVIC

RESPONSIBILITY

OF

WOMEN.

Word comes from Nevada that the city
charter and ordinances of Reno are now
being compiled and will be revised and
published in order that about six months
from now the voters of that state may
know what they are and whether they
are being enforced. It was the woman
voter

who

asked

same women

to

have

this

done,

These

were told before election

that they were ‘‘not fit to govern’? be-

cause they didn’t know enough about the
laws and their enforcement. So when

the vote was won they went systematically about to remedy this lack on their part
and invading the city hall asked for
eopi

of

the

charter

and

the

ordinances

governing the city of Reno.

“We were shown, by a perplexed official a cigar box full of sundry clippings
containing ordinances printed at sundry
times,’’? says Miss Anne H. Martin,
president of the Reno Women’s Civic
League. ‘This collection not appearing
to be complete or authoritative, we sought
further information and were told that
an original copy of the laws was in existence

somewhere,

but

could

not

be

taken

from the building, Tf a woman wished a
copy she must send her own private sten
ographer to copy them under guard, as it
were, Believing that knowledge is power
and that ignorance of the law leads to
indifference and bad government, the
Reno Civie League adopted at its next
meeting the following resolution, which
is now being acted upon:
Whereas, No provison is made for the
people of Reno to secure copies of the
ordinances by which they are governed,

except by employing a private stenographer to copy them, be it
Resolved, That the mayor and the
couneil be respectfully requested to make
provision for furnishing copies of all the
city ordinances upon application, that the
people may know what laws govern them
and if those laws are enforeed.
OREGON WOMEN PROVED WORTH.
Governor James Withyeombe of Oregon
sent the following telegram

to the Em-

pire State campaign committee on their
recent Suffrage Telephone Day:
“<T take pleasure in endorsing the working of equal suffrage in Oregon. The women

of

our

state

have

availed

themselves

of their privilege with enthusiasm and
wisdom, and I am confident they are a
strong factor for good government and
progressive principles. Their example
should encourage the voters of the East
to grant their mothers, wives and daughters the full right to which they are entitled as working taxpaying citizens, bear-

ing the full burdens of the Commonwealth without all its privileges. The women of Oregon have done well with their
franchise,’
PUBLIC RESPONSIBILITY AND LEGISLATIVE PRACTICE.
Not only in the exercise of the elective
franchise but also in the use of delegated
authority, should the American citizen
have a keen consciousness of the publie
responsibilities

he
is
a
as

imposed.

Unfortunately

too often forgets that a public office
a public trust; that he has been put in
place of authority to serve the public
a whole, not simply his immediate con-

stitueney

or some part of it.

The fact

that our state legislatures the country
over are so severely criticized. and so
generally

discredited, is due to the fail-

ure of many of the members to appreci-

ate the extent and real significance of
their responsibilities. The average legis-

lator feels it to be his duty to serve those
who elected him, and it is, but it is his
duty also to serve, to the extent of his
ability and opportunities, the entire com-

monwealth,

In his zeal to do something

for his particular

locality or to be the

author of a law, he is too often indifferent

as

to

the

effect

upon

the

state

as a

whole of the measure that he urges. Too
frequently he forgets that the general
public interest is of far greater import-

ance than that which is purely local and

that this interest should be constantly
conserved. Furthermore, the ease with
which in legislative practice responsibility is shifted from one member to another

and

from

one house

to the other

is

thoroughly demoralizing.
Tt tends to
dissipate the feeling of obligation to the
public for all laws passed, a feeling that
should be both individual and general
and that should always exist. The result
of these conditions is at each session a
mass of undigested, ill-advised and, not
infrequently, from the point of view of
the public, thoroughly bad legislation.
As it is everybody’s business to look after
the interests of the public, in the absence
of a general sense of responsibility for
those interests,

they

tion

are

constantly

suffer.

What is true of the state legislature in
this regard, is true, though in a less degree, of the national legislature. Here
private or sectional interests not infrequently intervene in such
a way that larger
and more important interests of the naas

a

whole

sacrificed.

While

the

responsibility of the party in power an

the watchfulness of the minority doubt-

less

tend

to

secure

a

careful

consideration

of public questions and to bring about
their wise solution, yet at times a party
domination

is

such

that

duty

to

the

gen-

eral publie is forgotten and laws devisei
solely for party purposes are passed.—
President Hutchins in his baccalaureate
address on ‘The Consciousness of Responsibility,’? June 20, 1915.
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To the Circles
It is a simple yet effective work for
suffrage to begin the program of the autumn as an informal reading circle discussing and enjoying the ‘‘Story of a
Pioneer,’? the charming autobiography
which Dr. Anna Shaw has written for
us, Equal suffrage is now a question of
world interest. Tt holds its usual place
in all the magazines despite the compelling interest of the great war.

Current

literature is more fair and more farseeing than ever before, Are we keeping up with these good articles and books?
SUFFRAGE PROPAGANDA AND
WILLIAM H. TAFT =
What were Mr. Taft’s emotions when
he beheld his extremely academic exposition of suffrage argument mixed up with
such ‘‘absurd implications’? as the illustrations conceived by ‘‘H. T.1”?
It is the illustrations rather than the
language of the article in the Saturday
Evening Post that gives some readers the
impression of its opposition.
These
eleven and one-half long columns contain
admirable argument in behalf of suffrage.
After giving his interpretation of electoral privilege as not an inherent right,
he settles

the question

of suffrage

for

women upon the issue whether it would

be better for (1) the government, (2) so-

ciety, and (3) women that they vote.
On the relation to government, he concludes that of every class in a community
‘having intelligence and capacity to
know

its

own

interests,’’?

those

interests

are better safeguarded, better represented
than when another set of individuals
have the responsibility of attending to
them, In the end, the participation of
women

in government, he says, will help

to secure to that government greater stability, strength, and peace. When a majority of women desire the franchise and
are prepared for it, its exercise by women will be a ‘correct and useful extension of the democratic principle’? He
thinks the ballot will broaden the sphere
of women’s

thought

and action by giv-

ing them additional responsibility. He
prefers that the extension of the franchise to women be ‘‘gradual.’? He
doubts that any permanent evil consequences will exist when suffrage comes
by degrees. In his view, the desire of
women

to vote is only a natural result

of the enlarged activities of women, and
these enlarged activities are a necessary
sequence of economic changes.
With these thoughts in mind Mr. Taft

A. KNAPP, Ph. D., Kalamazoo R. F. D.

proceeds with clearness and finality to
demolish a series of stock arguments advanced by anti-suffragists.
(1) Women
will not hold offices to the exclusion of
men, for female. electors will not vote for
a woman ‘‘as a habit.’? (2) Women have
not hitherto been excluded from various
ways of earning a living by physical disability, but, rather, by convention; and
women now have to be more independent
than in past generations. (3) That each
woman should necessarily be dependent
upon a man, that each woman must hold
it a duty to be a wife and a mother is a
theory both ‘unjust to women’? and
from a social standpoint ‘‘economically
unwise’? It is a theory that has been
a cause of unhappy marriages and has
withheld from the community the competent corvice of many women workers,
Wou.m are to be more and more the
compamions of men. (4) The metaphor of
the ivy clinging to the oak is unintelligible to men who work side by side with
women in the competition of business, and
so it, too, must pass.
(5) And that fine poetie sentiment,
“the hand that rocks the cradle,’? it, too
must pass; it died long ago in the states
where women vote and where the homes
they make are as happy centers of family life as anywhere in the world,
(6) That pet argument of the anti that
women lack the capacity and judgment
to use the ballot without endangering
public welfare—that argument, too, falls
before Mr. Taft’s logie, and, also, (7)
that other, that women cannot bear arms
and therefore should not vote. His answer is that these tests would disqualify
many a competent and useful man for
voting.
To Mr. Taft’s mind, the difference in
the capacity of a man or a woman to
vote is a difference in experience and
training.
Mr. Taft makes several criticisms of
propaganda—iethods employed by suffragists.
He has probably suffered
qualms enough over the campaign documents circulated by his own political
party: no streteh of our imagination can
perceive him undertaking to write one
such, All campaign literature is partisan
and one-sided, necessarily so. One cannot
state two sides as clearly as he can one
side, and that his own side. Exaggeration
is the law of the cartoon, as justice is
the law of tragic drama,
Tf only Mr. Taft could have extendea
his reading, extended his experience; if
only he had been really qualified to write
upon the industrial conditions for women;
if only he had freshly received the legal

disabilities in various states, all would
have been well.
g
But, evidently, he knows only a limited cirele of women; he never did know
how to touch the varied classes of men.
He did not apparently take the trouble to
inform himself about women’s work and
the conditions imposed by industry; he
is not accurate in his statements concerning the legal disabilities of women in
various states of our Union, and he has
been led into several erroneous _ statements, which he, if he knew them, would
be earnest to correct; his mind is intentionally fair, This want of thorough
knowledge and his natural conservatism
account for the curious contradiction
that, though equal suffrage will come
soon—is bound to come—he would not
vote for it now.
After all, the delay which he things fit
is far more brief than that period fixed
by a Rabbi of San Franciseo, who, in
1896, lectured against the ballot for women, and, as Dr, Shaw records in her
Autobiography, advanced the theory that
‘in a thousand years more’? women
might be ready for suffrage. The thousand years shortened, as election proved,
to just fifteen.

Mr. Taft in his recent suffrage article
recalls the views that existed under the
common law.
Here is a definition of the
COMMON

LAW.

The appellation of ‘Common Law’? originated with Edward the Confessor. The
Saxons, though divided into many kingdoms, yet in their manners, laws, and languages were similar.
The slight differences which existed between the Mercian law, the West Saxon,
and the Danish law, were removed by Edward with facility, and without causing
any dissatisfaction,
He made this alteration rather famous
by a new name than by new matter; for
abolishing the three distinctions above
named, he called it the Common Law of
England, and ordained that no part of
the kingdom should be governed by any
particular law, but all by one.
The Common Law, as contra-distintinguished from the Statute Law, consists
of those rules and maxims concerning tho
persons and property of men which have
obtained the tacit assent and usage of
the inhabitants of this country; the consent and approbation of the people being
signified by their immemorial use and
practice,
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SHALL WE GO INTO CAMPAIGN IN 19167
On November 2 the voters of the great states of New
York, Pennsylvania and Massachusetts will say whether the
women of these states shall be given an equal voice in the
government. In New Jersey the fateful day comes on October
19. To a certain extent the outcome of these campaigns will
influence the decision which the suffragists of Michigan will
reach when the matter of another campaign comes up in the
annual meeting at Saginaw, November 11-12.

SUFFRAGIST

The time seems psychological for Michigan women to again
submit the question to the voters of this state.
DR, SHAW’S AUTOBIOGRAPHY.
“Nothing bigger can come to a human being than to love
a great cause more than life itself, and to have the privilege
throughout life of working for that cause.’? These words summarize for Dr. Anna Shaw her survey of her life.
There are not many real autobiographies, but this is one.
It is given to few to forget self in a review of one’s own experience, and to fewer still is it possible to analyze cause and
motive in the events of which oneself is the center. Always
that biography is interesting which analyzes human motives
and which is true to the outward record as relative or neighbor views it.
The story of a life becomes as fascinating as any novel
when told in fluent and expressive language and illuminated
with numberless episodes that make the pages glow.
The episodes of Dr. Shaw’s autobiography are connected
by narrative that leads steadily to that great episode of her
life, her leadership in suffrage. She truly heard the poet’s ery,
“After it, follow it, follow the Gleam!’?
The following of that gleam began in the lonely Michigan woods and it persisted during the desolation of the Civil
war, through the grim struggle at Albion College and Boston
Theological School, and on through the division and ultimate
harmony of the Cape Cod parish, and then on again for thirty
years now along the way of the great cause.
‘And the pages that tell the story of this pioneer’s life aro
never dull:
‘‘When

the

news

came

that

Fort

Sumter

had

been

fired

on, and that Lincoln had called for troops our men were
threshing. * * * I remember seeing a man ride up on horseback, shouting out Lincoln’s demand for troops and explaining
that a regiment was being formed at Big Rapids. Before he had
finished speaking the men on the machine had leaped to the
ground and rushed off to enlist, my brother Jack, who had recently joined us, among them. In ten minutes not one man
was left in the field.’?
“When I heard you preach,’’ Captain Doane explained,
“T gen’ally followed you through and I knowed where you
was a-comin’ out.

But these young fellers that come from the

theological school—why, Sister Shaw, the Lord Himself don’t
know where they’re comin’ out!??
There is much more to quote if there were space. But
the best is not translatable into words—that something which
speaks to the individual of the sacrifice, the joy, and the knowledge of the Master’s ‘‘Well done!’? that which comes to those
who expend the best years of life for a great eause.
‘“‘NEW

TIMES

DEMAND

NEW

MEASURES.’’

New times demand new measures and new men;
The world advances and in time outgrows
The laws that in our father’s day were best;
And, doubtless, after us some purer scheme
Will be shaped out by wiser men than, we,
Made wiser by the steady growth of truth.
Tho time is ripe, and rotten-ripe, for change;
Then let it come; I have no dread of what
Is called for by the instinct of mankind.
Nor think I that God’s world would fall apart
Because we tear a parchment more or less.
Truth is eternal, but her effluence,
With endless change, is fitted to the hour;
Her mirror is turned forward, to reflect
The promise of the future, not the past.
By JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL.

THE
CONFERENCE OF THE THIRD
FOURTH DISTRICTS

AND

7

The Equal Suffrage conference which
convened in this city yesterday noon, was
noted for the enthusiasm of the members
attending from nine of the eleven counties in the Third and Fourth congressional districts, the plans for the coming
work before the association and the businesslike methods of its dispatch, together
with the addresses which showed great

thought,

study

and

preparation

on the

part of the speakers.
Entertainment and the social side of
the work has not been neglected in the
conference, Yesterday afternoon immediately following the afternoon session
the delegates were taken for an auto trip
about the city. In the evening the ladies
of the Baptist church served supper in
the church parlors.
At noon today the visiting delegates
were guests of the Three Rivers Woman’s
Club at Luncheon at the home of Mrs.
M. H, Rix on North street.
Tuesday Afternoon.
The afternoon session of the equal suffrage association of the Third and Fourth
congressional districts was a very interesting meeting. Mrs. M. H. Rix presided
and gave the address of welcome to the
visiting delegates. Mrs. Clark, in behalf
of the convention, responded and in the
course of a short talk outlined some of
the plans of organizations for the coming
year. She told of the difficulties in the
way at first, and contrasted the present
condition when the movement has become
popular and magazines and newspapers
are more than willing to give publicity
to the movement,
The state convention
to be held at Saginaw in November will
discuss the campaign in 1916. She feels
that the things necessary for success are
a strong financial backing, and a plan that
has

been

intelligently

and

systematically

worked out. She feels that the question
of equal suffrage will be a great issue in
the next congress.
Miss Rebecca Shelly, the only delegate
from Michigan to the International
Peace Convention, gave the afternoon address, her subject being ‘‘Suffrage an
International Issue.’? Miss Shelly speaks
with a simple, direct manner that impresses her hearers. She opened her talk

“by saying she would like to make American women understand how they are regarded by the rest of the world. That Europeans feel that American women have
power to sway the world. In Europe the
younger women, more the age of our high
sehool girls, are most interested in the
suffrage movement.
Nations formerly had only interest in
themselves; now we have come to regard
the whole world as one neighborhood.
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After the war began Men’s International
Congresses did not meet as before. National hatreds were strong. The World’s
International Equal Suffrage Association
was the only world organization that held
together. The Peace convention was proposed by a German woman in a letter to
an English friend,
The women who met in the convention
were strong women. Some had gone there
knowing that their governments were
likely to consider them as traitors, Every
one feared that with warring nations
represented there would be friction, but
a womanly Christian spirit pervaded all
the meetings. It was the first time in
history that women had openly protested
against war, They felt that war was a
failure of reason and diplomacy, and that
might did not make right. The demand
was for equal representation. The greatest discussion was as to whether to send
the

resolutions-to

the

various

govern-

ments or a delegation to go and demand
an audience with the various chancellors
and present the woman’s point of view.
Jane Addams, with a delegation, went to
each government and was kindly received.
When a Peace conference meets to make
the terms of peace it is planned for a
council of women to meet to make recommendations and suggestions.
It was
brought out by the European women that
women were the real sufferers in war.
That the present war could not have come
if the mother half of Europe had been
represented in the Councils.
The Peace conference is a success in
that it is the first step toward women
gaining a place in the federation of the
world.
Miss Shelly does not advocate
equal suffrage as a panacea for all the
ills of the world, but thinks it will guide
safely over many dangerous situations.
Mrs, W. J. Predmore gave two very
pleasing solos, accompanied by Mrs. Frank
Starr. Miss Florence Ellett gave a piano
solo that was very well received.

Tuesday Evening.
The evening session was presided over
by Mrs. Rix, county chairman, and the
address of the evening given by Hon. H.
E. Straight of Coldwater. Mr. Straight
has been one of the aggressive members
of the state senate for the passage of an
equal suffrage bill and in his support of
the state-wide prohibition movement. Mr.
Straight also presented to the legislature
and worked untiringly for the passage
of the eugenics bill at the last legislature.
He gave his opinions in a straightforward manner with forceful delivery and
encouraged heartily the work of the convention here, In speaking of the question
of state-wide prohibition and its natural
relation to the suffrage movement, he
gave it as his opinion that there was no

‘$5
longer any question in the minds of
broad-thinking people as to the good policy of state-wide prohibition and that he
felt that could women obtain the right to
vote, this measure would speedily be
placed in foree. He appealed to tho
broad-mindedness of people in considering the suffrage issue and especially to
women, who have been criticized as not
being qualified to vote. He spoke at some
length in discussing the article in a recent issue of the Saturday Evening Post,
where he says Mr, Taft, formerly
Uunited States president, on a treatise
on Woman’s Suffrage, tore down in an indirect way almost every possible atgument of anti-suffragism, although not
committing himself to any particular policy in the article, He cautioned women,
in the striving for the right to vote, that
they look well to the keeping of their
homes and their children, so that in this

argument their critics could find no
grounds.
He mentioned the Grange as one of.
the strongest factions in the state in forwarding the movement of suffrage and
advised the associations to enlist the efforts of the powerful body in every instance available,
Swinging from a primarily suffrage
address, Mr. Straight dwelt at length on
the matter of eugenics and cuthenies and
the vital relation of the subjects to the
welfare and happiness of the future generations. He cited the great’ item of expense falling on the state each year from
the necessity of caring for the feebleminded and cautioned against the marriage of unfit persons as a menace to a
firm and strong government and country.
Mr,

Straight

criticized

the

state

senate

for holding an executive or secret session while considering the passage of the
eugenics law, and characteristically declared for an open and honest body of
legislators,
He pleaded for the guaranteeing of
every future child in Michigan a clean
bill of health, by the practice of eugenies and euthenics, which he defines as
the improvement of the human race by
breeding and the improvement of the human race by better surroundings, and for
the training of children to a broader,
bigger view of publie questions.
He ended his address with an appeal
for individuality and purity and for a
bigger, broader and higher-minded citizenship among the common voters, through
the education and enlightenment of every
layman on the vital subjects of state, and
appealed for a fair-minded consideration
of the enfranchising of women.
Mrs. Keith gave two very pleasing voeal solos, accompanied by Miss Florence
Ellett. A chorus of young people sang,

THE
Wednesday

Forenoon.

Mrs. Clark presided at the Wednesday
morning session, which was largely a discussion of plans for the coming campaign.
An

article

written

by

Dr.

Anna

Shaw,

setting forth the need of congressional
Distriet organization, was read by Mrs.
Clark and diseussed by the delegates.
After some discussion in regard to having a chairman for each of the Third and
Fourth districts it was decided to have
but one chairman for the two districts,
and Dr. Blanche M. Haines was unani-

mously elected with the privilege of selecting district. headquarters,
Ella Knapp, Ph. D., of Kalamazoo, gave
a talk

on

the

Benton

Harbor.

use

of the initiative

peti-

tion and explained the manner of procedure.
An invitation was extended the conference to meet next year at St. Joseph and
A

committee

on

resolu-

tions was appointed.

Resolutions,
‘The following resolutions were drafted
by a committee of visiting delegates and
adopted by the conference:
RESOLVED, That we, the members of
the Equal Suffrage Association of the
Third

and

Fourth

in conference

congressional

assembled,

districts

endorse

the

proposition to submit a constitutional
amendment providing for equal suffrage
by initiative petition in 1916, and recommend its favorable consideration by the
state convention at Saginaw.
‘RESOLVED, That this conference express its appreciation of the favorable attitude taken by Congressmen J. M. C.
Smith and Edward L. Hamilton on equal
suffrage and that we bespeak their support of the amendment when it comes before the Sixty-fourth Congress. Be it
further
RESOLVED, That an active campaign

MICHIGAN

SUFFRAGIST

Three Rivers, Mich., Sept. 5.—Southwestern Michigan suffrage associations
were well represented by delegates to the
third annual district convention which
was held in this city Tuesday and Wednesday of this week. In addition to the

delegates were large parties of interested
suffragists

who

came

to

hear

the

splen-

did addresses which were given by the
speakers on the programs.
The aceredited delegates to the convention were as follows: Mrs. 0. H. Clark,
Kalamazoo; Mrs. J. C. Brander, Kalamazoo; Mrs. Fannie D. Stuart, Schoolcraft;

Dr. Ella Knapp, Kalamazoo; Mrs, Celia
J. Weed, Schooleraft; Mrs. Carrie L. Harrison, Schooleraft; Mrs. W. L. Brownell,
Kalamazoo;

Mrs.

Adeline

J,

Blakeslee,

St. Joseph, Mrs. Clara Koch, Mrs. Lena

Doll, Three Rivers; Mrs. Mary M. Gilson,
Benton

Harbor;

Mrs.

Fannie

Dukette,

Mendon; Mrs, Ella Custard, Mendon;
Mrs. E. A. Balyeat, Kalamazoo; Mrs. W.
A. Stone, Kalamazoo; Mrs. Jessie Davis,
Albion; Mrs. Carrie Phillips, Ceresco;
Mrs. Frances Fletcher, Mendon; Miss Anna L. Fellows, Schooleraft; Mrs. Mabel
Lee Jones, Dowagiac; Mrs. Kate W. Redner, Dowagiae; Mrs. C. E. Pipp, Otsego;
Miss

©. Louise

Anderson,

Kalamazoo;

Mrs. A. E, Porter, Miss Rebekah Shelley,
Miss Laura Driesbach, Mrs, W. 0. Perrin,
all of Three Rivers; Miss
Clara Ross,
Battle

Creek.

Creek;

Mrs.

C.

Matthews,

Battle

NEW
CHAIRMAN
OF
THIRD
AND
FOURTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS
COMPRISING
ELEVEN COUNTIES

Congressional Districts of Michigan and
Men Who Represent Them.
First—Wards 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15
and 17 of the city of Detroit—Frank E.
Doremus, Detroit.
Second—Jackson, Washtenaw, Lenawee,
Monroe—Samuel W. Beakes, Ann Arbor.
Third—Eaton,
Kalamazoo, Calhoun,
Branch, Hillsdale—John M. C. Smith,
Charlotte.
Fourth—Allegan, Barry, Van Buren,
Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph—Edward L.
Hamilton, Niles,
Fifth—Ottawa, Kent—Carl E, Mapes,
Grand Rapids.
Sixth—Genesee, Ingham, Livingston,
Oakland—Patrick H. Kelley, Lansing.
Seventh—Huron, Tuscola, Sanilac, Lapeer, St. Clair, Macomb—Louis C. Cramton, Lapeer.
Fighth—Montealm, Gratiot, Saginaw,
Ionia, Clinton, Shiawassee—Joseph W.
Fordney, Saginaw.
Ninth—Leelanau, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Manistee, Wexford Missaukee, Mason, Lake, Oceana, Newaygo, Muskegon
—James ©, McLaughlin, Muskegon.
Tenth—Crawford, Oscoda, Alcona, Roscommon, Ogemaw, Tosco, Osceola, Gladwin, Arenac, Mecosta, Isabella, Midland,
Bay—George A. Loud, Bay City.
Eleventh—Menominee, Delta, Alger,
Schooleraft, Luce, Chippewa, Mackinac,
Emmet, Cheboygan, Presque Isle, Charlevoix, Antrim, Otsego, Montmorency, Alpena, Kalkaska—Frank D. Scott, Alpena.
Twelfth — Keewenaw,
Ontonagon,
Houghton, Baraga, Gogebie, Iron, Marquette, Dickinson—W. Frank James, Hancock.
Thirteenth—Wards 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
16, of the city of Detroit—Charles A.
Nichols, Detroit

for membership to the county associations

Residents of District of Columbia
Without Vote

be conducted from now on,
RESOLVED,

That the members of the

The

equal suffrage associations of the Third
and Fourth congressional districts in con
ference assembled, convey to the Equal
Suffrage Association of St. Joseph county
and Three Rivers and to the Three Rivers Woman’s Club their hearty appreciation and thanks for their entertainment
and many courtesies.
Ella A. Knapp, Kalamazoo; Rachel A.
Bailey, Van Buren; Kate M, Redner,
Cass; Harriet MeCalmont Stone, M. D.,
Kalamazoo; Mrs. John Wallace, Berrien;
Anna R. Pipp, Allegan; Mrs. K. D. Davis,
Calhoun; Carrie Phillips, Calhoun.—From
Three Rivers Commereial, Sept. 15.
PATRONIZE

OUR

ADVERTISERS.

District

of Columbia

has

no

voice

in its own government or in that of the
nation, Its commissioners, appointed by
the President, can recommend legislation
for the District, but an enactment of such

legislation, even in the most trivial matters,
in the hands of Congress, in
which

the

citizens

of

the

District

have

no representation,
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COUNTY ACTIVITIES

the
at
of
E.

Blakesley, county chairman, extended an

invitaiton for the district meeting to be
held in the Twin Cities next spring.
MARQUETTE COUNTY.
Charlotte Perkins Gilman addresses the
Upper Peninsula Educational Association
at Marquette October 7th, and the Marquette Welfare Club on the 8th.
HILLSDALE

COUNTY.

Miss Rebecca Shelly, recently returned
from the Hague Peace Conference, is to
speak on ‘Suffrage an International
Issue’? at the Thursday morning session

of the Woman’s Congress. The week’s
program ineludes many interesting topics.

MONTCALM COUNTY.
A County Equal Suffrage Association
was formed at Lake View Sept. 15th, under the direction of Miss Sue McKee,
who is helping in the organization work
of the state association, Miss MeKee has
held meetings in Stanton, Greenville,
Carson City and Howard City. The officers of the Lake View association are as
follows:
President—Mrs. 8. F. Kennedy.
Vice-Pres—Mrs. John Bale.
Secretary—Mrs, Cory Vining.
Treasurer, Mrs, Kelsey.
The next meeting will be held early in
October.
FINANCE
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KENT COUNTY.
Alger
94
9,40
The Grand Rapids Equal Franchise Allogan
1817
Club will hold an all-day conference of Alpena
501
the suffragists of the Fifth congressional Antrim
365
4.40
district at the home of Mrs. Huntley Rus979.70
x
sell, Comstock place, Grand Rapids, Sept.
38
3,80
29. The meeting will be called to order
at 10:30 o’clock. Luneheon will be served at noon, Plans for a permanent distriet organization will be discussed.
Mrs, Evelyn Hamilton is chairman of Branch
the Fifth congressional district, and with Calhoun
Mrs, Huntley Russell, chairman of organ- Cass
ization for the state, and Mrs, Fred N. ch
Rowe, president G. R. E. F. ,,
is ues the
call to this ‘get-together’? meeting. Miss Cheboygan
Helen Astor Williams is publicity chair- Chippewa
Clare...
man,
Cnton
© uwford
WAYNE COUNTY.
At the Michigan State Fair in Detroit, De'ta
September 6-15, the E. S. L, of Wayne Mckinson
on
county had a very appropriately decorated ‘Votes for Women’? tent.
The Emniet
“Voiceless Speech’? was used with good Cenesee suecess and about 15,000 pieces of liter- Gladwin
ature were given out. The maps and the Gogebie
Catholic Opinion flyers were of particu- Gd Traverse.
2
lar interest. The members of Wayne Gratiot .
County League co-operated well, giving Tlillsdale
4
their time and lending their automobiles. Houghton.
5
The increased interest manifested in this Huron
work over that of previous years shows Ingham
the attitude of the general public has Tonia

Kalamazoo
Kalkaska
Kent
Kewenaw
Lake
Lapeer
Leelenau
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Livingston
Luce .
Mackinae
Macomb
Manistee .
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BERRIEN COUNTY.
A good sized delegation attended
Third and Fourth district meeting
Three Rivers, Sept. 14-15. In behalf
the Berrien county association Mrs. A,

changed for the better in suffrage sentiment.

Marquette

Mason
Mecosta
Menominee
Midland
Missaukee
Monroe .
Montcalm
Montmorency
Muskegon .
Newaygo
Oakland
Oceana
Ogemaw
Ontonagon
Osceola .
Oseoda
Otsego
Ottawa
Presque Isle
Roscommon
Saginaw
St. Clair...
St. Joseph .
Sanilac
Schooleraft .
Shiawassee .
Tuscola
Van Buren .
Washtenaw
Wayne .....
‘Wexford

238.50 178.86
259.30 194.20
27.00
584.80
75.90
20.10
119.30
29.70
259.30
228.50
10.00
16.10

15.00

151.90
102.80

w

Miss
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reports
hold a
part of

ALPENA COUNTY.
Harriet Comstock, chairman for
county and the Eleventh district,
a meeting held and plans made to
district meeting during the latter
October.

384.55
30.12
15.00
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3519
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1427.20 558.00
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We take other men’s knowledge and
opinions upon trust, which is an idle and
superficial learning, We must make it
our own, We are in this very like him
who, having need of fire, went to a
neighbor’s house to fetch it, and finding
a very good one there, sat down to warm
himself without remembering to carry
any with him home. What good does it
do us to have the stomach full of meat
if it do not digest, if it be not incorporated with us, if it does not nourish
and support?—Montaigne.
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NEW

WORLD OPENING FOR
WOMEN.
a
As yet woman has only had a
partial opportunity to develop herself.
Her position has been something like that
of an eagle tied by a string and bidden
to soar into the ether, to utilize his wings
which God has given him. Woman has
been a man-chained eagle. She has been
beating her wings against the bars all
these centuries, longing for her liberty,
striving to get free, so that she could use
her God-given powers.
For centuries, woman’s development,
education and training have been pointed
toward man; they have been man-directed, because he has been the stronger force
in civilization, but the growing power of
woman is rapidly emancipating her. She
is going to have an equal influence, and
an equal voice, in the structure of society.
The old-time training, the old schooling,
will not answer the demands of the new
civilization for the woman of the future.
The new girl is going to develop herself along the line of her own individuality, without any effort to imitate man
and she is going to be far more contented
and very much happier, because of her
more complete self-expression; her faculties are going to be developed along a
much wider range. She is going to be a
much broader human being; the development of her self reliance, independence,
self-help, are going to bring out many
new powers, and vast resources which
were never aroused in the old-time girl.
She will no longer be a helpless, clinging
sort of a girl, a parlor ornament. She
will consider it a disgrace not to have a
life purpose and a worthy aim. The very
foundation of self-respect is in independence and self-reliance. —Dr. Marden.
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ings are planned in 212 congressional districts

throughout

states.

Let

us

the

send

all

unenfranchised
our

men

to

Wash-

ington pledged to support the amendment
when

it

comes

up

in

the

64th

Congress,

We have spent a very busy month at
headquarters.
Among other things lists
of suffragists in every county have been

made and are ready for use by county
chairmen, I believe you will find this a
real help.

We

are trying to place the

“Story of a Pioneer’? in the libraries
over

the

state,

This

story

is

the

life

of

Dr. Anna Shaw, as told by herself, and
because her early life was spent in Mich-

igan the book should find ready sale here.

We have written all the county school
commissioners asking them to recommend
it to the schools of their county, and we
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are gratified at the prompt and courteous

responses we have received.
A good deal of literature for use at
fairs has been sent out in response to re-

"RID MET WEIGHT

quests,

Miss MeKee has been in Montcalm, Newaygo and Lake counties and reports
much interest in the cause, She has sueceeded in forming several organizations.
Mrs. Wilber Brotherton has held mectings in Manistique and Escanaba during
the past week and will, before she leaves
for

Detroit,

have

a

meeting

at

Sault

Ste.

Marie. She reports suffrage sentiment
good, but until there: is something definite
planned the women are not inclined to
work, They promise, if we go into campaign in 1916, to get busy. We know
from the amount of work they did in
1912-13 that this is no idle promise,
The editors of the Michigan Suffragist
feel the need of more co-operation from
the county associations. If the paper is
to

fill

the

mission

it

was

intended

we must have more county news.

to

fill

Pér-

haps you are not sending in the item:

Wedding Stationery

TETLEY'S
TEA

be-

cause it seems insignificant to you. We
shall be glad to report any activity, no
matter how small, Tell us what you did
at

the

county

fair, the

chautauqua

or

pienie held in your county. What you
did may be an inspiration to some new
association,
The paper was meant to be a bond
between the éounties forming the state
association, You ean help the work materially by keeping the editors in touch
with what you are accomplishing.
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