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MICHIGAN LEGISLATURE WILL, WE BELIEVE, GIVE WOMEN VOTE FOR
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS.
BILL INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE FLOWERS OF
DETROIT.
Rep. Charles Flowers of Detroit introduced a bill
March 6
giving the women
vote for presidential electors.

of

the state

the right to

nder the terms of the Michigan constitution it is
impossible to extend universal suffrage to women without

amending

the constitution,

but

there

is no

barrier

to statutory legislation permitting the women
for presidential electors.

to vote

Mr. Flowers Also Introduces Suffrage ‘Resolution
Rep. Charles Flowers of Detroit introduced a res-

olution in the house calling for a constitutional amendment
voted

extending
on at the

universal suffrage to women
general election in November,

to be
1918.

The Michigan legislature is determined not to leave
Michigan women in the cold. With the women of
Indiana with nine-tenths of the suffrage, the women
of Illinois and North Dakota with presidential and
municipal suffrage, the women of Ohio with presidential suffrage, we are not surprised that our Michigan
men are as eager to enfranchise Michigan women as
are the men of our sister states.
Michigan was the third state to grant school suf-

frage to women.

This was granted in 1867, as a re-

sult of ten years of petitioning for admitting women

the state university.

to

The University of Michigan was

the first to open its doors to women.
In 1908 when
the State constitution was revised, taxpaying women
were given the right to vote on local bonding ques-

tions and granting of franchises.
x

#

March

HOUSE PASSES PRESIDENTIAL
SUFFRAGE BILL
14 the lower house of the Missouri legisla-

dent.

permitting women

to vote

The bill now goes to the senate.

for presi-

NUMBER

TWO

SUFFRAGE WINS IN INDIANA.
Indiana women get justice. Suffrage so far as it is
constitutionally possible to bestow that right, has been
voted by the Indiana Legislature to the women citizens
—to

the better half of the Hoosier population.

a great

day

for

Indiana

and

It was

for justice when

the

House yesterday voted, two to one, to give women
part suffrage according to the terms of the Senate bill,
the measure the women urged for enactment.
The
Senate already had voted, two to one, for the bill. The

Governor, having aided in rallying the forces of good
faith in behalf of the measure, will put his name to
the law, and Indiana’s good women will be allowed
to cast their votes in the city elections of 1917, for
delegates to the constitutional convention, and for
candidates for offices not included in the State constitution,

With

the

extension

of

suffrage

to

women

by the States as a platform pledge in both the Democratic and Republican campaigns of 1916 in the national

field,

it

was

a

foregone

conclusion

that

the

Legislature of 1917 would enact a part suffrage bill
and that the fight for full or constitutional suffrage
would go forward to victory in Indiana.
Indiana
women

have

been

on

the

ground

to

put

their

case

before the lawmakers, leaving it to the Legislature to
do justice. Having added part suffrage to State-wide
prohibition and the constitutional convention law, the
Legislature is in a position to point to an epoch-making
record

of real achievement.—Indiana

Daily

Times.

Re
ARKANSAS

#

MISSOURI

ture passed a bill

1917

GIVES WOMEN THE
PRIMARIES.

VOTE

AT

Little Rock, Ark., March 6.—The Arkansas house
of representatives today, 54 to 27, finally passed the
Riggs suffrage bill, which gives women the right to
vote

in primary

elections.

Governor

Brough

nounced he will sign the bill.

I go for all sharing the privileges of the government who assist in bearing
its burdens, by no means excluding women.—Abraham Lincoln.

has

an-
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National Suffrage Body Offers Services to Government
At a mass meeting addressed by Secretary of War
Newton

D.

Baker, Dr. Anna

Howard

Shaw,

Mrs.

Carrie Chapman Catt and Mrs. Harriet Taylor Upton

of Ohio, the National American Woman Suffrage
Association pledged its loyalty and services to the government in the event of war. Secretary of War Baker
accepted the offer and expressed his thanks.
Poli’s theater was filled with'a most splendid audience.
On the platform were four members of the
cabinet, Secretaries Baker, McAdoo,
Daniels
and
Houston, with their wives, Assistant Secretary of Agriculture Vrooman, Mrs. Franklin K. Lane, Mrs.
Louis D. Brandeis, besides U. S. Senators and Representatives in Congress and many prominent suffrage
officers.

Dr. Anna Howard Shaw opened the meeting with

prayer.
Mrs.
said

Carrie

Chapman

Catt,

National

President,

in part:

Our nation is just now standing on the brink of a
great crisis—perhaps greater than any
known. It is natural that there should

we have ever
be a deep and

decided feeling as to what should be done.
It is
natural that the few people here and there who want
to rush into the conflict should accuse the peace people
of pacifist hysteria, and that the extreme peace advocates should say the country is suffering from war
hysteria. I think that the American people, as a whole,

are calm and composed.

Almost the whole people, I

believe, wish that there should be no war.
The

European

war came to us as a great shock.

Be-

fore it broke out, a great man had prepared a wonderful book and it came into our hands just as the papers
were describing the great battle of the Marne. There
was probably never a battle greater or more cruel.
When

we were

reading the accounts of it in the press,

we read the reviews of that book about the men of
the old Stone Age, and how the best relics of their
life had been found along the Marne, left there 25,000
years ago.
‘There was evidence in plenty that these
men had killed each other there, with their crude
weapons; and it seemed a strange measure of our civilization that men were still killing each other there,
when their differences might have been decided in a
civilized

way.

No one has anything good to say about war. Von
Moltke, great Frenchmen, the Duke of Wellington,
General Sherman—all agree as to its horrors. Benjamin Franklin said, “Wars are not paid for at the
time. The bill comes later.” We know it. Yet,
though all the philosophers and nearly all the great
generals have warned us, still from time to time this
emotional lapse comes on.
We do not want to add to this emotional danger.
But the one good thing about war is that it draws
the people of a nation closer to each other, makes them
more patriotic and loyal, and welds them together.
Women are going to join in this welding process, so
far as they can. At the meeting of our Executive
Council, it was the declared opinion of everyone that
we wanted to avoid any expression, however small,

that might seem to urge our government into conflict.
But we wanted to let the whole world know that in
case of need we should stand by our land, and whenever—if ever—disturbance should come, we should
try to minimize the disturbance. We do not wish to
push the country by one hair’s breadth toward war,
but if it must come, we shall do our part.
President

Stein,

of

the

Orange

Free

State,

that

wonderful Boer, said the women had produced food
enough in one year to feed them for three years. He
declared that no words could express what the women
had

done

for

them.

So

said

Lincoln—and

what

he

said of the women of the North applied to those of
the South.
Now Premier Asquith, the President of
the French Republic, and many high officials of Germany and Russia have said they never had any idea
that women had the capacities they have displayed.
In all the warring countries, the women have helped
to hold society together, and they will play their part
in the reconstruction that must follow: for there is
a law of evolution which compels nations upward, with
their own will or without it, and those of us who believe there is a better way
the ruin of war there will

than war hope
arise a greater

that after
and truer

democracy than the world has ever known, and that
there shall never be another war.”
Mrs. Catt called upon Mrs. Ida Husted Harper to
read the note to the president tendering the service;

of the
body.
‘The
Woman
board,
and

2,000,000
‘The note
executive
Suffrage
chairman

state

enrolled members of the national
follows:
council of the National American
Association, consisting of the official
of standing and
special committees

presidents,

called

together

in conference

to

consider a crisis in the affairs of our nation,
To the President and Government of the United
States: We devoutly hope and pray that our country’s
crisis may be passed without recourse to war. We
declare our belief that the settlement of international
difficulties by bloodshed is unworthy of the twentieth
century, and our confidence that our government is
using every honorable means to avoid conflict.
If,

however our nation is drawn into the maelstrom,
stand ready to serve our country with the zeal
consecration which should ever characterize those
cherish high ideals of the duty and obligation of
zenship. With no intention of laying aside our

we
and
who
citicon-

structive, forward work to secure the vote for the
womanhood of this country as the right protective of

all rights, we offer our services to our country in the
event they should be needed, and, insofar as we are
authorized we pledge the loyal services of our more
than two millions of members. We make this offer
now in order to avoid waste of time and effort in an
emergency;
also, that the executive
and devotion of our women, trained

ability. industry
through years of

arduous endeavor. mav be utilized, with all other national resources, for the protection of our country in
its time of stress.
We Propose:
That a national central committee be
formed at once, composed of a representative from each

THE
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national organization of women willing to aid in war
work if the need arises. The object shall be to establish a clearing house between the government and
those organizations, in order that service may be rendered in the most expeditious manner. With this end
in view we recommend that each component organiza-
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sary, and for the strengthening of conditions in time
of peace, cannot be otherwise than grateful.
The
postoffice has been busy bringing us assurances of support from all sorts of men, and it would be strange
indeed if the women could withold their help. For
in these modern days, under the spur and transfor-

com-

mation brought by modern machinery, we are all parts

mittee concerning the definite work it is prepared to

of one nation, in a new sense.
A Council of National Defense has been organized, which is charged with cataloguing all the re-

list

its resources

‘To

further

gestion,

and

our organization

undertake

the

report

the practical

following

to

this

central

application

declares

of this sug-

its willingness

departments

to

of work:

I. The Establishment of Employment Bureaus for
Women.
Through its local, state and national headquarters,
to register the names and qualifications of women
available for occupations which men will leave to enter
the army; to supply these women to employers and to
protect

the

work

of such

women.

The Increase of the Food Supply by the
‘Training of Women for Agricultural Work and the
Elimination of Waste.
‘The aid of the Department of Agriculture will be
sought in planning systematic courses for women to
accomplish these purposes.
The cultivation by women
of garden plots and vacant lots in cities, will be encouraged at the same time that the larger importance
of regular farming is urged.
III. The Red Cross.
As the Red Cross, in which many of our members
are zealous workers, is already equipped to render hospital, medical and general supply service, we offer our
organized service in other fields, and we promise continued co-operation with the Red Cross, as needed.
Americanization.
A problem unknown to other lands will become accentuated in the event of war. Within our borders
are eight millions of aliens, who, by birth, tradition
and training, will find it difficult, if not impossible, to
understand the causes which have led to the war.
War invariably breeds intolerance and hatred, and
will tend to arouse antagonisms inimical to the best
interest of a nation.
With the desire to minimize this danger, our association, extending, as it does, into every precinct of
our great cities and into the various counties of the
states ,offers to conduct classes in school centers. wherein national allegiance shall be taught, emohasizing
tolerance, to the end that the Stars and Strives shall
wave over a loyal, patriotic and undivided people.
V. Conference Committee.
Tn order to carry out our expressed desire and purpose, a committee of three is hereby ordered, appointed
to confer with the proper authorities of the government. If need arises, this committee shall be the intermediary between the government and our association.

sources

the

nation,

so

that

the

government,

by

have not only women’s nursing and women’s tears,
but women’s services of an identical character in many
ways with those of men.

One phrase in your note especially challenged my
attention—the elimination of waste.
am anxious
that out of this great uprising of emotion and sentiment, there should come something permanent. My
old professor in college said that when we went to
the theater and were stirred up to a tumult of benevolent interest by the play, and almost wanted to
jump over the footlights to help the injured heroine,
and then we just went.off to supper and to bed, and
let all those noble sentiments die down without leading to any concrete result, it had a degenerating effect
upon us. America is all stirred up at present, and I
want that something very good and concrete should
come out of it.
You are pledging yourselves to stop waste. I am
told America could save the cost of any war she might
wage, merely by saving the waste that now goes on.
No nation wastes like us. In part this is a natural outcome of modern civilization. When it took days to
make a pair of shoes, the buyer had a respect for those
shoes, and didn’t waste them. Now, when shoes are
turned out in thousands by machinery, we have lost
all sense of workmanship and value. We have lived
on this new continent like untrained children in a rich
garden, trampling down the flowers.
Look at the
waste of our tables, of our clothes! I speak in no
Puritan spirit. I believe in amusement and recreation
which refreshes and rebuilds, but not in waste.
The need of eliminating waste is being brought
home to every other nation, under the iron heel of
James Russell Lowell says that see
has

In reply Secretary Baker said in part:
I am perhaps the only person connected with the
government who is to be heard tonight, and it would
be a defect of duty on my part not to thank you for the
offer of service that your association has made. Clearly
there is a crisis, whether of our government or of the
world; and any assurance that any portion of our
people is back of the government, for defense if neces-

of

touching a button, could summon all that is vital and
strong, for defense in case of need; and so that even
in time of peace, if our high fortune is such that we
shall not be drawn into the war, we shall become
more effective as a nation.
There is no more striking fact than the enormous
proportion of women among munitions workers, doing
work for which they had been thought too delicate.
Girls are turning out shells, and even cannon. Woman
has taken her place in such work in as intimate a
fashion as man. If there should be a war, we shall

oe

tion
do.

given

the world

a common

nervous

system.

have more in common than that. When this ee
struggle is over, Europe will be populated with inhabitants who have learned not to waste, and they will
be

more

formidable

competitors

in

business

on

that

account. Your great organization should help to ston
the waste which is America’s characteristic sin, if one
may

be picked

out

above the others.
(Continued on Page 8)
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Our last issue heralded North Dakota bringing
5 electoral votes into the suffrage ranks.
Ohio with 24 electoral votes. Today we announce
Indiana with 15 electoral votes, totalling 135 electoral
votes in suffrage states.
The Province of Ontario has just conferred the
full franchise to its women.
We are bounded on the north, east and south by
suffrage.
Michigan, My Michigan!
+e
Where

women

UNITES

*
MEN

AND

East.

Western

men

WOMEN.

don’t vote there is a little, ragged

sore feeling of sex antagonism at men for having preempted the right of self-government and for being in-

clined to hang on to it like a big dog with a nice bone.

Where women don’t vote you hear women
make
cleanly-cut distinctions between women’s interests and
men’s interests. Where women don’t vote it is possible to find women banded together in private and
public work with a sense of detachment from men,
and some talk of “ours” and “theirs.” Where women

don’t vote the “solidarity of womanhood” has meaning
and application.
‘Where women do vote women won’t band together
at all without the men; there isn’t any sex antagonism;

there isn’t any sore feeling; thereis no talk at all of
“theirs,” all talk is of “ours”; and for the life of you,
you can’t get either men or women to see one another
with any sense of interests detached along sex lines.
They stand or they fall together, where women vote.
—Headquarters News Letter.

gave

women

the

vote,

eastern

men are making women fight for it—Headquarters
News Letter.
se
®
INJURING THE SUFFRAGE CAUSE.
Suffragists bearing the banners of the Congressional
Union and the Woman's Party could have selected no
worse time than the present critical international situation for a frivolous display at Washington.
Bad
taste was the least part of it. It was in keeping with
the absurd campaign of picketing the White House
grounds for the purpose of harrassing the President.
By its trifling conduct this particular element has
taken all possible pains to dissociate itself from the
main body of women workers for suffrage and their
sympathizers.
It is fortunate for the splendid cause
of equal rights that the distinction has been made so
plain. To that large portion of men and women who
still remain indifferent to the suffrage issues the antics
of this small but noisy group of agitators are cause
serve

These are happy days for the friends of equal rights.

VOTE

‘The West is too open-minded, too plastic, and too
broad of vision ever to have imposed upon her women
the fearful time-consuming, energy-devouring struggle
that is today at fever heat in the tradition-encrusted

for serious offense.

NEXT!

The suffrage wave seems to be reaching high tide.

THE

SUFFRAGIST

to provoke

In the present juncture they only

a strong feeling of resentment which

will injure rather than aid the suffrage cause.
Is there a single one of these women so light-headed
as to imagine for a moment that all their marching
and picketing and theatrical posing in the neighborhood of the White House has in the least degree
helped to bring nearer the passage of a suffrage amendment by Congress?
“We are going back home to denounce Woodrow
Wilson form the housetops,” declared the amusing
Alice Paul, because the President, wrestling for the
nation’s

safety

and

honor

with

a recreant

senate,

re-

fused to be badgered by her delegation. From which
statement one may judge the calibre of the rattle-brain
who is trying so desperately to lead the cause of suffrage backwards.—Kalamazoo Gazette, March 6, ’17.
Women who have been working for suffrage unceasingly

for

years,

making headway...

decry

the

spectacular

methods

of

There are women as well as men

who must be in the limelight. No well grounded man
who believes in equal rights for all would be swayed

from his belief by what is only an incident in the great

struggle. We would like to add, however, that the
Michigan State Equal Suffrage Association, affiliated
with the National Association, in no way sympathizes
with the methods of the Congressional
Union
or
Womans’ Party.
ee
*
“You think you cannot do a thing, so you do not
try and thus fail.”
oe ®
SUFFRAGE RESOLUTION
“T am but one, but I am one;
I can not do everything, but
I can do something; what I
can do I ought to do, what I
ought to do IT WILL.”

THE

MICHIGAN

SUFFRAGIST

COUNTY CHAIRMAN!
Are you making your state a unit for suffrage? If
you are not sending your monthly pledge to Mrs.
Brotherton, state finance chairman, 106 Pingree Ave.,
Detroit, you are greatly blocking the efficiency of suf-

frage work in Michigan,

‘These are the monthly
quarters:
Salaries:
President,
rapher, organizers, rent,

items of expense at head-

executive
secretary, stenoglighting, janitor service, tele-

phone, telegraph, postage, express and incidental office
supplies, printing, stationery, literature, publication of

Michigan Suffragist.

The work is greatly handicapped unless auxiliary
associations meet the pledges promptly.
It often occurs that the very people doing the work
have been obliged to raise or furnish the necessary
funds for carrying on the work.

The efficiency of the office is greatly crippled by the
necessity of giving time which should be directed toward organization to raising money.
Please bear in mind that the work

carried on at

headquarters

your co-opera-

is state work

and

requires

tion.
If you

have

not

sent your quarterly

at once.

*

*

FINANCE
The

Suffrage

pledges,

do

so

*

Banks will be ready for distribution, it

is expected, by the 15th inst. Has your county sent
in its order? Remember that these are for the little

amounts, and you will continue your work for larger

sums
In

as planned, using these as supplementary.
the February issue of paper the name of

Mrs.

Albert A. Droelle, head of the Women’s Benefit
Association of the Maccabees, was omitted from list
of members of State Finance Board. Since then the
following have been added from counties, several also
acting as county treasurers of their Associations:

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs,

Bertha Bush, Delton, Barry County.
O. S. Clark, Battle Creek.
B. J. Culbertson, Eaton County.
Carey Hull, Traverse City, E. S. A.

» Mrs. John

Bennett,

Jackson.

Mrs. L. P. Hodges, Kent County.

Mrs. Katherine Prager, Grand Rapids Equal Franchise Club.
Mrs.

Kitty Hull,

Manistee.

Mrs. J. E. Sullivan, Muskegon.
Mrs. Dan Quirk, Ypsilanti.
Mrs. Frederick H. Holt, Wayne.
Mrs. Carrie Dutcher, Luce County.
Arrangements for sale of Fly Swatters cannot be
completed until we know more definitely how many
will be wanted. Let us hear from you soon.
BELLE BROTHERTON, Chairman.
106 Pingree Ave., Detroit.

Did you forget to pay your subscription
in advance?

SCHOOLS

IN MARCH.

Detroit, March 22, 23, 24.
Grand Rapids, March 27, 28, 29 and 30.

This is your opportunity!

In line with a big educational movement inaugurated by the National Suffrage Association, and which
has been worked out most successfully in a number
of the states, Michigan is to have two suffrage schools
which will be conducted by experienced workers sent
out by the national association.
The first school will be held in Detroit, March 22,
23, 24, and the second in Grand Rapids March 27,
28, 29 and 30. Mrs. Halsey W. Wilson of White
Plains, N. Y., a national worker of prominence, is
the manager for the school, Mrs. Frank P. Shuler of
Buffalo, corresponding secretary of the National
Suffrage Association. In addition to her work along
Little Rock, Ark., are members of the faculty.
All of these women

are experienced

in various lines

of suffrage work, and the opportunity which the school
affords for suffrage workers is most exceptional and invaluable.

It is expected that delegations from all over

the state will gather in Detroit and Grand Rapids for
the sessions.
Mrs. Wilson, who is manager for the school, is a
woman who is thoroughly capable not only of teaching suffrage

NOTES
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facts,

but

suffrage

arguments,

which

she

infuses with life which makes their acquisition a pleasure for the student. For seven years she was editor

of the Book Review Digest and she is president of
the White Plains Equal Franchise league, an officer
in the Ninth campaign district of New York and vicechairman of the literature committee of the National
Suffrage Association. In addition to her work along
suffrage history and arguments she also lectures on
methods of money raising and finance.

Mrs. Cotnam, who

comes

from

Little

Rock,

Arkansas, is a capable woman, and brilliant lecturer.
Having been a dramatic reader, to her rich and power-

ful voice she adds the ability to make an appealing and

forceful speech. She has participated in many campaigns notably the recent one in New York state.

Mrs. Shuler, corresponding secretary for the na-

tional association, is Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt’s
“right-hand man” and during the past four months
has

been

conducting

these

schools

throughout

the

various states from Baltimore to Lincoln, Neb. She
has had long experience in mobilizing women and organizing them for action. As secretary, leader, di-

rector, organizer and speaker in the New York association during the last suffrage campaign she has had

varied experience in suffrage work.
Altogether the suffrage school as outlined for Mich-

igan is an opportunity of rare value to suffrage workers and large numbers are planning to avail themselves
of it. There is no tuition fee, and the school is open
to all interested in the work. An innovation in Michigan, it bids fair to be as big a success in the Wolverine state as in other states where it has been held.
The work covers not only suffrage history, but
argument, public speaking, organization, parliamentary law and last but not least, money raising.
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County Activities

munity,

BAY COUNTY.
At the meeting of the Bay County Equal Suffrage
Association Thursday, Mrs. Frank P. S. Kelton was
appointed general chairman for Bay City and ward
chairmen were selected as follows: First ward, Mrs.
Coyle; Second, Mrs. A. W. Plum; Third, Mrs. F. H.
Cash; Fifth, Mrs. R. J. Eger; Sixth, Miss Helen McGregor; Eighth, Mrs. J. E. Knapp; Ninth, Miss Lindsay.
are A. C. Hughston gave an eloquent address on
the “History of Suffrage,” starting with the granting
of the ballot to men.
JACKSON COUNTY.
Daffodils in tall crystal vases, bowed with yellow
ribbons, attractively centered the tables at a one o’clock

luncheon of lovely appointments given ‘Thursday afternoon at the Y. W. C. A. building by members of the

Jackson County Equal Suffrage Association for members and others interested in
frage flowers bearing the
Women” marked places for
Enthusiasm abounded at
proving

the main

the cause. Yellow sufinscription “Votes for
nearly 100 guests.
the gathering, suffrage

topic of conversation

before,

during

and after the delicious menu which was served in the
cafeteria annex. Dr. Blanche Haines of Three Rivers, Mich., a suffrage worker well known throughout
the state, was the speaker of the afternoon.
During
her informal talk she gave the local workers many
helpful suggestions.
Dr. Haines pronounced Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt
the world’s greatest woman, an authority on national
and international questions. “If we follow the plans
laid down by Mrs. Catt,” asserted Dr. Haines with
conviction,

“we

shall secure

or national amendment.

the

ballot

SUFFRAGIST
unit of the national organization, faithfully pledge
their sincerest effort to execute the plan in their com-

either

by state

and make welcome

Moore

were

appointed

Mrs.

A.

S.

Blagdon,

president

of

the

Jackson

County Association, ‘presided during the afternoon,
also saying a few words about suffrage. Harry L.
Jors pleased with two vocal solos, Mrs. Walter Bernett

accompanying.

The program closed with the presentation of a
resolution by Mrs. C. G. Parnall, which was adopted
unanimously. It follows:
“Inasmuch as the National Executive Council of the
Equal Suffrage Association, actuated by love of their
country and desire to serve her in event of war. met in
Washington, Feb. 25. and as the result of their deliberations, made the following definite offer to the government of the services of the 2,000,000 women comprising their organization.
“Be it resolved. That, in response to this action, the
Jackson Equal Suffrage Association, as a working

to

extend

invitations.

study.
SCHOOLCRAFT.

Early in the year a series of monthly thimble parties was undertaken by the Equal Suffrage Association of Schoolcraft and Prairie Ronde.
At one of
them Rev. E. R. Clark spoke informally upon “Or-

ganizing for a Local Campaign.”

At another, Super-

visor J. L. Clark gave a talk on bonding the county
for good roads. The same question will be discussed
at the meeting on March 28 by former supervisor,
James Nesbitt, and all taxpaying women desiring more
information will be invited to be present.
March 3 a food sale was held, and although only
two days’ notice was given $21.52 was added to the
treasury.
Fannie D. Stuart.

I believe the next congress

employed by them.

all women

KALAMAZOO COUNTY.
At the February and March meetings, the Kalamazoo Equal Suffrage Asociation had talks on city government in which the women were very much interested. Mr. M. J. Schaberg spoke on the present form
of government in Kalamazoo, and Mr. Freeman on
the city manager form. The April meeting is hoped
to be of especial interest to the women of the county.
Mrs. Caroline Bartlett Crane will talk on Rural
School Sanitation, of which she has made an especial

KENT

will pass the suffrage amendment, but if not we will
be in a position to secure it by some other method.”
There followed a discussion of the work of a paid
organizer such as has been employed with splendid results in the third and fourth congressional districts of
which Dr. Haines is chairman. Helpful suggestions
were given the local women should an organizer be

to their ranks

in the
of their suffrage convictions, who are desirous of doing organized war relief
work.”
At a short business meeting of members of the association it was decided to hold the meetings in the
afternoon, the next gathering, the first Tuesday in
April, to be a tea at the Y. W. C. A. In May a
luncheon will be given for women in the country.
Mesdames G. H. Murray, Rayner Field and E. L.

COUNTY.

CEDAR

SPRINGS.

Cedar Springs Equal Suffrage Association met Wednesday

afternoon

in the Community

Center

hall

with

Mrs. Ruby P. Walbrink as chairman. Informal talks
were given by Mrs. E. H. Williams, Fifth congressional district chairman, and Miss Grace A. Van Hoesen of Grand Rapids.
The following officers were
chosen:
President, Mrs. Adella Pearsall; first vicepresident, Mrs. Ruby P. Walbrink; second vice-president, Mrs. A. E. Dewar; secretary, Miss Laura C.
Harris; treasurer, Mrs. C. W. Braymen.
SPARTA.

The Equal Franchise Club of Sparta met Friday
in the Baptist church and elected the following officers: Chairman, Mrs. Sherry Ballard; vice-chairman,
Mrs. Bruce Keister and Mrs. B. Taylor; secretary,
Mrs. Della Bradstrom; treasurer, Mrs. Nora Loop.
MONROE COUNTY.
Mrs. F. B. Perkins, field director, visited Monroe
February 27 and 28. Much interest in equal suffrage
was manifested by the leading women of the city, and
a large number of names secured for the organization
which will soon be effected.

’ THE

MICHIGAN

MUSKEGON COUNTY.
Arrangements have been partially made for the campaign to be carried on this year by the Muskegon
County Equal Suffrage Association in conjunction with
the work to be carried on by the state and national associations.
‘The officers of the Muskegon County
Association

for the present

year

are:

Mrs. H. J. Van Zalingen, chairman; Mrs. F. G.
Neumeister, vice-chairman; Miss May Gordon, secretary; Mrs. J. E. Sullivan, treasurer.
The first general meeting of the year was held at
Hackley Art gallery on Friday evening, January 16, at
which time Mrs. F. B. Perkins of Ann Arbor gave an
interesting talk, urging

the necessity of every woman’s

interest in the campaign.
In 1918 the question of
equal suffrage will be submitted to the voters of Michigan, and its success or failure will depend largely upon
the efforts made by the women of Michigan.
It is
hoped that Muskegon women, so progressive in many
ways, will realize the necessity of active participation

in the suffrage work during this year and next.

While Mrs. Perkins was in Muskegon several small
meetings were held, all of which proved interesting
and profitable. At the residence of Mrs. J. E. Sullivan several members of the local association, including
board members, held an informal meeting on the evening of February 13. The afternoon of February 15
was

the

occasion

of

another

interesting

meeting

ST. JOSEPH COUNTY.
The regular monthly meeting of the Housewives of
‘Three Rivers was held at the home of Mrs. Taylor
Simanton Friday afternoon. ‘There was an excellent
attendance

and

the meeting

Mrs.

James

Ellet

proved

After

as president
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has a vote, the saloon, the gambling house, but
a large part of the members of the church are
who cannot vote, the minority only of this parinstitution is represented at the polls.

OCEANA COUNTY.
The women of Hart arranged for a suffrage meeting, which was held March 5, in the rooms of the
Ladies’ Literary Club. Mrs. F. B. Perkins was present and gave an address, after which the following
officers of Oceana County Equal Suffrage Association
were elected:
President, Mrs. Edith Munger; secretary, Mrs. B.
B. Maxson; treasurer, Mrs. Bertha Skeels.
The women will especially emphasize enrollment
and educational work.
THIRD

AND
FOURTH
DISTRICTS
FINANCE BOARD MEETING.
A meeting was called of the third and fourth District Finance Board for Tuesday, February 20
at
10:30 A. M. in Battle Creek at the Post Tavern. The
morning business session in the parlors of the “Tavern” was followed by a one o'clock luncheon and an
afternoon session to which Calhoun County Suffrage
workers were invited.

ad-

dressed by Mrs. Perkins at the residence of Mrs. F.
G. Neumeister.
On February 14, at the Froebel school. and February 15, at the home of Mrs. George W. March,
Muskegon Heights, small suffrage meetings were held,
with Mrs. Perkins as principal speaker.
February 20 and 21 meetings were held at Whitehall and Montague and organizations formed.
At
Whitehall Mrs. Mary Covell was chosen chairman,
while at Montague Mrs. S. A. Gritzner was named.

most enjoyable of the year.
freshments were served.

SUFFRAGIST
munity
because
women
ticular

At

the

Board

Meeting

were

representatives

from

Berrien, Calhoun, Eaton and St. Joseph counties.
General plans for financing were discussed. Intensive
organization with methods of financing, was also considered and approved. The distribution and use of
the dime banks as outlined by the State Finance
Chairman, Mrs. Brotherton, was also approved by
the Board. ‘Twenty-six people attended the luncheon
at the Post Tavern—almost double the number who
came

to the October

sixth

meeting.

‘The afternoon session was an open

meeting

for

suffrage workers.
Many who were present contributed valuable plans to the work. Rev. T. A. Mills,
chairman of Calhoun county gave food for thought
in pointing out the democracy of the suffrage movement.

Mrs.

Youngblood,

chairman

of

Eaton

county

of

the

emphasized the importance of “Suffrage First” and the

the meeting

re-

use

to

be

opened

one

the

meeting.

The regular order of business then followed.
Mrs.
L. B. Perrin, taking for the general theme, “Influencing the Public Through the Home.”
Mrs. Perrin told something of the home life of the
suffrage leaders. The argument is often advanced that
the women who are leaders in this work are not good
home makers or housekeepers. She told of the home
life of Dr. Anna Shaw, who is the president of the
Woman’s National Suffrage League, and also of the
excellent homes of the ladies in Three Rivers who are
leaders in this movement.

“Ts woman suffrage coming in 1917?” was the

theme of part of Mrs. Perrin’s talk. She said that
the women were going to work more with individuals
and that no one who was not now converted to this
movement would be able to escape. One of the wavs
this is to be brought about, she said, is through work
in the church. As it is now every evil in the com-

of

buttons

bearing

that

slogan.

Mrs

Ross

of

Battle Creek told of the value of literature distribution. Miss Leon of Battle Creek favored suffrage
study

clubs.

Mrs.

Pettie

of early suffrage work.

of

Calhoun

county

spoke

Mrs. O. S. Clark, treasurer

of Calhoun County Suffrage Association, was sanguine
Calhoun county could raise its $1,000 apportionment.
“Cycle

Sorge of Berrien county gave the story of their
Teas” and other interesting features of their

work. Mrs. Bateman told us about the circle teas in
Three Rivers. Mrs. Foote, formerly of Kalamazoo,
brought some of the enthusiasm which made Kansas
a full suffrage state.
Dr. Haines emphasized
the
nearness of full suffrage, the larger policy of the national association in is national campaign, the strategic value of the numerous victories in the past two
months in securing presidential and partial suffrage
through state legislatures and the importance of can-

vasses of all kinds’
forms.

financial, membership
Dr. BLancne

and other

M. Hares,

sf \PIDS
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(Continued from page 3)

War is an incident, but struggle is always with us.
One

bad

thing about

war

is that it diverts our atten-

tion from that other struggle.
After this we are going to have a greater interest
in each other—to feel that the welfare of the least
and lowest person is of value to all.
As an outcome
of this union of spirit, there will come, I hope, a new

attitude toward our own problems. We shall plant
a process of economic justice, and on the basis of that,
we shall take our place

in a concert of neutral nations,

with the right to help establish international justice
because

we

practise

justice

at home.

Mrs. Harriet Taylor Upton, who had charge of
the campaign for presidential suffrage in Ohio, briefly
described some of her legislative experiences. As Mrs.
Upton rose to speak the orchestra struck up “See, the

Conquering Hero Comes,” and up the

center

isle

marched the delegates from the three states which have
recently given women the ballot, bearing their respective banners, North Dakota,
Ohio
and
Indiana.

Proudly they marched amid great applause and took

their places on the platform.
Dr. Anna Howard Shaw, honorary president of the
national association closed the meeting with a most
inspiring address. She asserted the right of women to
have a choice in the determination of war but declared that willingly as women will serve the government that service will be performed with an abiding

sense of injustice as long as women are denied suffrage.

The audience sat spell-bound as Dr. Shaw told what
war meant to women.
Her voice, as much as her
words. carried the message of her heart to the great
audience who wept as she so vividly portrayed woman’s
part in war.

PRESIDENTIAL SUFFRAGE.
The people in adopting the Federal Constitution
took away from the States, as such, all control over
the manner of appointment of presidential electors.
They provided that the electors shall be anpointed in
such manner as the legislature may direct. The words,
“In such manner as the legislature may direct,” have
been held by the Supreme Court of the United States
to be a limitation upon the power of the States.
As
those words are a limitation upon the power of the
States, nothing in any State constitution can divest
the legislature of the power to determine at any time

the manner
far

as

of selecting presidential electors.

provisions

of

a

State

constitution

In so

attempt

to

limit the right of suffrage to men in voting for presidential electors, such provisions of a State constitution are void. The legislature of each State has supreme and plenary power over the manner in which
electors shall be chosen. That power necessarily includes the right to prescribe the qualifications of voters
when

the

appointment

of

presidential

SUFFRAGIST

ETC.

electors

is

or-

dered by the legislature to be effected by a popular
election. Any State legislature may itself retain that
right of appointment or it may give it to all of its
citizens, women as well as men, regardless of any provision in the State constitution—Charles LeRoy
Brown of Chicago Bar.

Large

plans are being

SCHOOLS.

formulated

for suffrage

schools to be held in all counties during the spring and
summer months.
All-day meetings will be held, with prominent
speakers in charge of the work. Definite training in
organization work will be given. “History of Woman
Suffrage,” “Federal and State Legislation,” and “
cal Problem” will be considered. Latest posters, literature and other suffrage supplies will be displayed.
A general mass meeting will be held in the evening.
The first county suffrage school will be held in
Owosso, Shiawasse county, March 14th, under the
direction of Mrs, Frederick B. Perkins and Miss

Jessie Ullrey.

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY CONFERENCE
The Mississippi Valley Conference will be held in
Colubmus, Ohio, May 12, 13 and 14.
The states participating in the conference are Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa,
Kansas,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota,
Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas,
West Virginia and Wisconsin.
Governor Cox has been invited to speak with Mrs.
Carrie Chapman Catt at the mass meeting, May 13.
There will be a love feast of the delegates from states
that gained important legislative victories.
ONTARIO WOMEN GET
In 1916 four great Canadian
the franchise upon women. They
katchewan, Manitoba and British
and Quebec lagged behind. But

THE VOTE.
Provinces conferred
were Alberta, SasColumbia. Ontario
Ontario has not let

1917 get very far along without catching up. On February 27, the Government, through Premier Hearst,

endorsed the bill of J. W. Johnson, providing for
equal suffrage.
Premier Hearst in announcing the government’s
decision said:
“I ask, can we justly deny them a
share in the government of the country, the right to
have a say about the making of the laws they have

been heroically trying to defend?

My answer is: I

think not.”
SPECIAL EDITIONS.
At the Atlantic City Convention in September is
was decided to have a nation-wide demonstration of
some kind each month.
Michigan has co-operated in this plan.
The February activity was the publication of special
editions

of newspapers.

Considering the shortage of paper and the great
amount of space taken by news of the European war,
we think we were fortunate to have the plate matter.
sent out by the national association, carried by 48
newspapers in 29 counties, and in all but one congressional district of the state.

Send back that coin card if you have not
already done so

a

GRAND

