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Jennie S. Loomis Diary, 1892
Covers are detached, pages attached at the top. There is writing from both ends.
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Grand Rapids
Mich
1892-94
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Feb 18/92
My diary for this year has been sadly neglected. When the New Year came the grip held me in
its clutches, and I did not get out for about three weeks. Since then I have been very busy getting the
work caught up at the factory, and now the busy season is in full force.
Frank Leon[ard] and Frank Stone and Mr. Fisher are all east which lightens the work a little.
January was a cold rather stormy month and the grip reigned supreme. Emma had it when I did
but no so badly. There were many deaths especially among old people. Dea. Smith and Mr. Goebel
among our circle of acquaintances, and last week Emma Rowland lost her little boy Lloyd from croup.
He was four years old and died Feb 7th. The Prince of Wales oldest son, Duke of Clarence was another
victim of grip during January.
There was a far prospect for war with Chile for a little while, but it is all over now.
Gussie Edwards was married about two weeks ago, and went to Chicago to live.
The boys and girls societies of our church had a very interesting social here on Feb 5th. They had
a joint debate on Woman Suffrage won by the boys. Will Landman in charge.
Extra meetings have been held at the church last week and this, and an evangelist, Mr. Pratt
with a singer, Mr. Jacobs are here for a fortnight. A number of our boys and girls from the S. S. have
professed conversion among them my dear "quartette."
Emma Leonard has been very dangerously sick since the middle of October with a complication
of difficulties, and is just getting so she can sit up. We have despaired of her life many times.
Mar 8, Tuesday
Since writing the above until last Friday evening we have had special meeting every evening and
have done little but attend them. The church has been greatly benefitted, not so much by a large
number of conversions although there have been many, as by a course of sermons which have been a
spiritual uplift. Only one of my S. S. class remains apparently "outside the fold." Carey Welch was
baptized last Monday.
Much sickness still prevails among our acquaintances. Nellie Walker is threatened with typhoid
fever. Carey Welch has bilious fever. Will Hall was sick all last week and several others whom we know
are ill.
Work plentiful at the office and my strength is tried every day. However I am well and happy,
though very tired every night.
We have had one wedding in the neighborhood lately, Daisy Moore and Prof. Corbin last
Thursday. I believe they will live in Lansing.
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Mar 18 Sunday
Yesterday was Allie's birthday. She entertained "her girls" twenty of them, and received several
presents, the most valuable being a beautiful watch and chain from the Leonards.
Nellie Walker, still very ill much typhoid fever prevails.
Seventeen baptized at the church today.
Mar 22

No special news since last entry. all the sick people are getting better. The weather has been
intensely cold almost all the time. Attended a pleasant reception at Mrs. Jno Barlow's on Friday the
18th.
Apr 02
Christian Endeavor State Convention with 1200 delegates met here this week.
Carey Welch has a relapse is worse than before.
Mr Washington Davis was killed by the falling of a box of plate glass on him in front of the
Boston Store on Wednesday.
Will Landman, Will Hall, Frank Morse, Jay Clark, Sarah Chapman, Anne Landman were all
received into the church Wednesday night also eight from Mrs. Barber's class most of them to be
baptized tomorrow.
Emma Leonard & the children and Mrs. Watson have gone to Chicago and perhaps to Lafayette.
Mr Coney was killed by being run over by an engine the first of the week, just two months after
his wife's death (in Sharpsburg)
Fred Leonard & Mrs Libbie Rice were married last night
Elizabeth Sheppard made a flying visit to the city last week.
Apr 09
The week began warm and showery, ended very cold.
City election Monday went Republican
May Cooper has a fever and is very sick
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Apr 22

May still sick, had not sat up Tuesday night when I was there.
Our house is being repaired, and new kitchen, girls' room and bathroom built, and is very much
torn up.
Last week Thursday Emma gave a musical to the friends of some of her pupils. About 75 were
present.
Last Sunday was Easter and a beautiful day. Plants were given all the S. S. scholars. I took dinner
with the Chards and the Bakers.
Poetry class met at the Wolcotts this week. Last night we attended a social given by Mrs.
Renwick's class at Mrs Steketee's, also a kindergarten entertainment at the church.
Cousin Susie Goodhue was to be married on the 14th to a Mr Marden at Amesbury Mass.
Maude Goebel was married Thursday to Mr. Mc Connell of Chicago.
Mr Aspinwall died of pneumonia a few days ago.
My dear boys and several of Emma's girls were baptized as we expected. God grant they may be
useful earnest Christians, every one
Apr 30

This has been a very cold month and the spring is backward.
Work on the house progresses very slowly and tediously.
There was a "spelling school" at the church Thursday night in connection with a social of the
young Peoples' Society. About sixty spelled. Mrs. A. J. Daniels and Mr Crosby chose sides and Mrs D.
spelled everyone down and could not be downed herself. I stood until all but she had missed and then
went down on "vaccinate" which I am sure I shall never again misspell.
The same evening the local K. P's gave Will a complimentary dinner at the new Livingstone in
honor of his Grand Chancellorship. About 140 were present.
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May 19
Nothing very unusual has taken place this month. The weather has been cold and wet nearly all
the time. Floods are doing much damage in the south.
The work on the house still "drags its weary length along" much to our disappointment as we
hoped to be settled by this time.
Last week we had a treat in attending the concert given in Hartman Hall by the Boston
Symphony orchestra. it was the finest music I ever heard I think without exception.
Frank Leonard returned from Europe this week. Fred Leonard has petitioned the courts to
remove his guardian the Michigan Trust Co.
Dr. Barth and Miss Ella Barth are to be married today.
May 29
Beautiful day, noticeable because we have had so few this spring. Emma Leonard and Emma
Loomis went East last Tuesday to be gone three or four weeks.
Work on the house still drags on and we are still "in a mess." We begin to see the end, however.
Will Conrad died last Monday at St. Marks Hospital and was buried on Wednesday from the
church. He will long be remembered by those who knew him.
Attended the silver wedding of Mr. & Mrs. Griffith Monday night.
Work very heavy at the office.
June 12
Our unusual heavy rains kept up until Friday of this week, since when it has been hot and clear.
Powers Opera House burned yesterday afternoon. Nina and I attended the Schubert concert
there Thursday night.
Walter Simonds is here and Julia Fletcher gave a pleasant tea party to about twenty five of the
"old girls" Friday night.
Nellie Brokaw was married to Chas Kimball on Tuesday of last week. They will live in Muskegon.
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June 27
Rainy weather still, most of the time with occasional pleasant days.
Friday June 24 was Commencement Day. Geo Munro, Florence Ross, Anna Landman, Ray Coffin,
Edith Culver were among the graduates.
"The Two Emmas" returned Wednesday night, reporting a delightful time.
The two conventions Repub. at Minneapolis and Dem. at Chicago have met nominated and
adjourned. The tickets are Cleveland & Stevenson, Harrison & Reid
Work on the house about finished.
Children's Day celebrated last Sunday at 6.30 in our church.
July 10

The Fourth passed off pleasantly was a beautiful day.
the Court House was dedicated at 2 o'clock P.M.
In the evening some of our friends came up and we had fireworks.
Father and Alice went east on Thursday, will be away about two weeks.
I had a very sudden attack of what must have been inflammatory rheumatism in my left foot
Friday night which crippled me completely but was all right again next day.
"Conversation social" (third attempt) last Thursday Evening.
July 28
We have been passing through an intensely hot spell for about a week. Since Wednesday the
20th the thermometer has ranged above 90 degrees every day and some of the nights have been very
hot. Tonight a refreshing shower has fallen and the temperature has dropped considerably.
Father and Allie returned from their trip a week ago having enjoyed it greatly.
Dr. Jackson and Mrs. Conrad each have little daughters born recently.
"Our boys and girls" organized a reading club last week. The Poetry class met for a frolic at the
Walkers last week in honor of Irving Walker who was visiting here.
The Midway Tens picnicked at John Ball Park last week Tuesday. I went with them and had a very
pleasant time. The wholesale store people went to Reed's lake last Saturday night. There were five
ladies and about fifteen gentlemen.
Our church auditorium is to be closed for repairs for four weeks. S. S. and evening meetings to
be as usual.
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Aug 04

On board the steamer City of Charlevoix. Left G. R. Monday night via St. Joe for Chicago. C. H. L.
and Mr. Barrett were on board. Nina M. met us at Fennville. We took the steamer "City of Chicago" at
St. Joe and had a very pleasant trip arriving in Chicago about 4 A.M.
Took a room at the Wellington hotel and spent the day at the World's Fair grounds and Lincoln
Park. Next morning went down to the dock to take this steamer and found it nine hours late so had
another day in Chicago. Too hot to be pleasant so we staid in Washington and Lincoln Parks as much as
possible. The boat left at 9 P.M. and we are having a delightfully smooth passage.
Aug 06
Petoskey. Reached Charlevoix at 1 A./M. in the rain. Went to the Fountain City House and "woke
up the house." Next morning called at the Resort, strolled about the town and came over to Petoskey
by the new C. & W. M. line in the P.M. Are stopping at the Cushman. Went to Bay View this morning.
Harbor Springs this afternoon.
Aug 09
Mackinac Is. Staid at Petoskey until yesterday morning. Joe Reed came in Sat. Eve. and was with
us Sunday. Came over here by train. Very rainy and unpleasant yesterday, not much better today.
Aug 15
At home again. Reached G. R. Thursday night via steamer Alpena to Detroit and D. L. & N. R. R.
thence. Weather since getting back beautiful.
Spent Friday P.M. at John Ball Park.
Mary Morrison was buried Saturday.
Hattie White also died last week in Denver.
Aug 30

This has been a pleasant month and is ending cool and rainy.
Went back to the office Aug 21st. Work quite light.
Guy VanAlstyne went to Agricultural College at Lansing Aug 19, quite unexpectedly.
The boys and girls have named their society "The Anonymous club."
The church is not yet ready for occupancy and we have been much broken up in our S. S. and
weekly meetings in consequence.
Mr. & Mrs. Parmenter have come here to live.
Will attended the R. P. encampment at Kansas City last week.
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Sept. 07 Wed.
Poetry class picnic at Crooked Lake on labor Day. Sept 5. Fifteen presentation.
Church reopened last Sunday. Weather cool and rainy.
Ed and Hattie Renwick in the city.
Oct 04
Almost a month since the last entry. a buy month.
Will was married to Emma Smith last Thursday night, Sept 29th. The wedding was at
Westminster church and about 400 invitations were issued. After a reception to the family and nearest
friends at the Smith's house, we all went up to the new home at 15 Thomas St. They took no trip but
have gone to housekeeping at once.
Gertrude Cody & Roy Barnhart were married Tuesday of the same week at Park Place church
with great pomp and ceremony.
There has been a great cholera scare in the country occasioned by a few cases in and near New
York, brought by immigrants from Hamburg where it has raged terribly, but is now about ended, for this
year at least.
The poet Whittier died during September and Mrs. Pres. Harrison is very low with lung disease.
Mrs. O. A. Ball died from heart trouble last week.
Entertained "my boys" at the house a week ago Friday eve.
A farewell to Will Landman who has gone to Ann Arbor.
Dec 14
Two months and more since I wrote. Not much winter weather yet. Rain just now.
The Leonard trial is the principal feature of interest at present. It is nearly finished now.
Thanksgiving Day we spent at home.
Will Emma and Amy taking dinner with us and we all heard Theo Thomas' orchestra in the
evening.
Several people of note have died recently, Mrs. Pres. Harrison her father Dr. Scott, the poet
Tennyson and Jay Gould among the number.
Among our acquaintance Dr. Bradley has lost his little girl by diphtheria, and Mr. & Mrs Barlow
theirs from spinal meningitis.
Word came yesterday that Sadie Brown's husband had died suddenly in new Orleans.
The Anonymous Club and Poetry class hold meetings every two weeks, quite regularly.
Dr. Jackson's sermons have never been more interesting or his congregations larger than now.
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